[Langerhans' cell histiocytosis: various manifestations with the same histopathologic base].
Langerhans' cell histiocytosis (LCH), previously known as histiocytosis X, is a rare disease. It is characterized by the accumulation and proliferation of histiocytes, eosinophils and Langerhans' cells with Birbeck granules detected by electron microscopy. It involves single organs or systems or can present as a multisystem disease. The clinical presentation may vary widely, ranging from benign self-limiting types with spontaneous regression to slowly-progressive malignant disease. We report five cases of LCH with the same histopathologic basis but different outcome.